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A journey: The History of RRENs in Africa 
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AfricaConnect3 builds on the achievements of:

• The EUMEDCONNECT project, which has 
provided a research and education network for 
Northern Africa and the Middle East since 2004 
with our regional partner ASREN. 

• And the AfricaConnect project which helped 
establish a regional gateway for collaborative 
research and education (R&E) in Southern and 
Eastern Africa between 2011 and 2014 with our 
regional partners the UbuntuNet Alliance.

• AfricaConnect2 saw the collaboration between 
the three major RRENs within the African 
continent: the UbuntuNet Alliance, the West and 
Central African Research and Education Network 
(WACREN) and the Arab States Research and 
Education Network (ASREN).

http://www.eumedconnect3.net/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.africaconnect.eu/pages/home.aspx


What are National Research and Education Networks?
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Mostly publicly funded

Provide dedicated, uncongested 
Internet connectivity and value-
added services for knowledge 

institutions in their country, such 
as: universities, research centres, 

and libraries

Typically connected to a regional 
counterpart (RRENs)

African RRENs are linked to 
global research and education 

networks across the globe via its 
interconnection with GÉANT

These linkages facilitate 
collaborative research and 

innovative learning worldwide

There are over 120 NRENs 
worldwide with 38 in Africa
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The AfricaConnect3 project 



Project Profile: AfricaConnect 3
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Start date: 16 November 2019

Duration: 48 months 

Funds: European Union Grant Contract

DCI-PANAF/2019/411-583/584/585/585

•Budget: 37.5M EUR (80% EU funding, 30M EUR) 

• Funding for connectivity, equipment and cloud: 23.2M EUR



4 Contracts, 4 Clusters
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Donor : Directorate-General International Cooperation and Development (DG 
DEVCO).

Procurement, overall 
coordination and support

GÉANT 

Cluster 0 

Cluster 1 Eastern 
and Southern Africa 
UbuntuNet Alliance

Cluster 2 Western 
and Central Africa

WACREN

Cluster 3 North 
Africa

ASREN

Managing Regional Networks, expanding the provision of services,  
capacity building, engaging with end users, raise awareness of the 

role of digital transformation for education and research.

Cluster 1 Eastern 
and Southern Africa 
UbuntuNet Alliance

16 Member NRENS

Cluster 2 Western 
and Central Africa

WACREN

13 Member  NRENS

2 ongoing 
initiatives

Cluster 3 North 
Africa

ASREN

4 Member NRENS
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What do we aim to achieve?
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• There overall objective of the AfricaConnect 3 project is to enhance human capital development within the continent

• The specific objective is to increase the use of digital technologies by African education and research institutions 

• The expected results (outputs) for each of the three geographical clusters of the action are the following:

Output 1: Access of tertiary 
education and research 

institutions to affordable 
and adequate e-

infrastructures is improved

Output 2: Dedicated 
services and applications 

are developed for the 
benefit of research and 
education communities

Output 3: Adequate human 
resource capacity and 

expertise is built within the 
research and education 

communities 

Output 4: Awareness of the 
role of digital 

transformation of research 
and education is raised
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Engagement with AfriGEO and GMES Communities
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UbuntuNet Alliance

• will work with member 
NRENs and AfriGEO sites 
in Eastern and Southern 
Africa to get the AfriGEO  
sites  connected  to  their  
local  NREN

• During AC2, RCMRD in 
Kenya was connected to 
KENET

WACREN

• will support ASREN in 
gathering information 
relating to the needs of 
GMES/AfriGEO centres in 
terms of access, 
connectivity, data 
dissemination and other 
services in the WACREN 
region

ASREN

• Study and identify the 
needs of AfriGEO and 
GMES needs in terms of 
access, connectivity, data 
dissemination and other 
services

• Coordinate with RRENs 
and NRENs to get AfriGEO 
and GMES sites connected 
and to deploy eduroam 
and eduGAIN

• Promote the deployment 
of services and access 
mechanisms
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Any questions?

Thank you

@AC3_News AC3-Community africaconnect3.net


